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Questions and Answers about the TOCA International Communications Awards Program

January 1, 2011
TO: International Green Industry Publications

FM: Den Gardner, Executive Director, TOCA

RE: International Award Contest

Good day. The Turf and Ornamental Communicators Association (TOCA), a United States-based professional marketing communications organization for the Green Industry, is pleased to announce its sixth international program to recognize best writing, design and photography by horticultural Green Industry editors throughout the  international arena. Please go to www.toca.org for further information about the association. Please call TOCA in the U.S. at 952/758-6340. If you have additional questions or comments; e-mail us at toca@gardnerandgardnercommunications.com.
Following are some questions and answers about this program, which is being managed by TOCA through sponsorship from international Syngenta Professional Products.

WHAT IS TOCA?

TOCA is about 200 magazine editors, plus marketing and public affairs communications professionals (predominantly in the U.S.) representing companies and associations working in the turf and ornament (horticultural) markets throughout the U.S. We do have international membership from Canada, Australia, England and Switzerland.
WHY IS TOCA DOING THIS AWARDS PROGRAM?

TOCA is interested in recognizing the best writing, design and photography in international magazines that reach those who work and sell into the Green Industry. A similar contest each year in the U.S. usually receives about 400 entries in writing, photography and design.

Secondly, TOCA is interested in expanding its membership base on an international scale. Although it has a few members from Australia, Switzerland and Canada, we have become more of an international organization. A recognition awards program is one way to generate interest in joining the association.

HOW MANY ENTRIES WERE THERE IN THE 2009 CONTEST?
There were about 20 entries from Australia, Canada and England in the contest last year.

WHO IS BEING INVITED TO ENTER THE CONTEST?

TOCA has developed a list of about 40 international horticultural publications/newsletters that circulate through the Green Industry internationally. 
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DO I HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF TOCA TO ENTER AND IS THERE AN ENTRY FEE?

No. In this sixth year, TOCA is interested in gauging interest in an awards program like this for international publications AND expanding our membership on an international basis. For our sixth year of the program, you do not have to be a TOCA member. There is also NO entry fee.
WHAT ARE THE CATEGORIES?

· W1 -- Best Writing Publication (article or editorial)

· W2 – Best Copywriting Publication (display advertisement)

· W3 – Best Copywriting Brochure (or similar marketing/sales literature)

· P1 --  Best Photo Publication (cover or inside photo from news article)

· P2 – Best Photo Brochure (or similar marketing/sales literature)

· D1 --  Best Design Publication (full magazine article layout)

· D2 --  Best Design Publication (one-page design article)

· D3 --  Best Design Publication (two-plus page design article)

· D2 --  Best Design, Single Page (advertising page)

· D3 --  Best Design, Multi Page (advertising page)

· D3 – Best Design, Brochure (or similar marketing/sales literature)

First and second place will be chosen in each category. One of the winning entries from the categories will be chosen as Best of Show.

WHO WILL JUDGE THE ENTRIES?

Those communications experts familiar with international publications will be chosen to do the judging. Some may present an organization known as the International Federation of Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ), based in Europe. Members of this organization may judge the entries.

WHAT WILL ENTRIES BE JUDGED ON?

In the three categories entries will be judged on creativity, concept and clarity of message 
IS THERE ANY LIMIT TO THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES PER CATEGORIES? No.
WHAT IS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE FOR THE CONTEST?

Using IFAJ (the international journalists organization mentioned earlier) as a guide, English has been chosen as the official language for the contest. Obviously, this will not be an issue for design and photography entries in the judging process. However, if article entries are submitted from the publication’s tear sheets (see information on awards program application form) for the contest, they must be accompanied by a manuscript in English.
WHEN WILL THE WINNING ENTRIES BE ANNOUNCED?

TOCA meets at the Grove Park Inn Resort, Asheville, NC, May 3-6, 2011. Winners will be announced at the meeting.
Further questions please contact TOCA Executive Director Den Gardner at 952/758-6340 or e-mail him at toca@gardnerandgardnercommunications.com. Thank you for your time and we hope you’ll consider entering this contest.
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