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Overview

• On steering committee to create TOCA.  Named secretary of first TOCA board.
• Award-winning journalist – 22 years with Lawn & Landscape Magazine
• Active ambassador for the green industry as founding member (now executive director) of Project EverGreen
• Board member and past president (1997-1999) of TOCA
• Helped launch TOCA Scholarship Program – has chaired committee since inception in 1992
• Developed TOCA professional writing standards
• Created the editor/PR panel discussions for various TOCA meetings
• Missed only three TOCA annual meetings in 25 years
• Member of TOCA strategic planning committee
• Board liaison and lead for branding and communications committee
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Reflections on Cindy Code
“Cindy started with us at 23 years old, as the first editor of Lawn Care Professional. A year later GIE 
acquired American Lawn Applicator and merged the two titles into Lawn & Landscape. Cindy was 
instrumental in growing Lawn & Landscape over the next five years, along with Maureen Mertz and Kevin 
Gilbride.  It was a risk to hire a 23 year-old to run a magazine, and a big career move. But my instinct and 
trust was that she was the right one. She had the degree, the newspaper background, and a newshound’s 
drive. She built her reputation in the green industry, became Publisher and Group Publisher, helped launch 
our digital platform, and ultimately her own business.  Cindy was always hard working, driven, 
committed, dedicated, devoted to excellence, and honest.  These qualities are why everyone in the 
industry loves her. She brought people together industry-wide to engage in an ongoing dialogue.” In the 
late 80’s - early 90’s based on relationships she built, she innovated  the idea of round table events, 
inviting  contractors and manufacturers nationwide to discuss channel partner and product-related issues  
not being addressed  otherwise.  Cindy never takes short cuts; she’s always all in. It’s about her 
character: I love her heart. She’s just a wonderful person.  She is also smart and sincere, and real. It 
goes to the mind and the gut. I’m honored to share these thoughts about Cindy.”

Richard Foster, founder GIE Media, Inc.



Reflections on Cindy Code
“I met Cindy at a meeting 25 years ago in Zionsville, Indiana.  We were immediately struck by the 
presence of this young, good, red-headed Irish girl, who was undeterred in her goal to interview everyone.  
Cindy loves the green industry and the green industry absolutely loves her.  She’s why I love TOCA.  It’s a 
brilliant creation, a fraternity of people who address the issues and advocate for everything good about 
the green industry.  But sometimes we don’t pause to acknowledge the people who have made a 
difference in it.  And Cindy Code is at the top of the class among them.”

Phil Fogarty



Reflections on Cindy Code
“Cindy is professionally at the top of the chart.  She is a terrific communicator, so for her to receive a TOCA 
award like this is not a surprise.  Everything she has touched has had effective results.  Her reputation 
continues to precede her and follow her for the work she does for the green industry.”

Norm Goldenberg

“In 2006, I pursued a job at Lawn & Landscape, where Cindy was editorial director.  She was my first 
interview.  I got the job, and it was nice to be hired by a woman in the industry, and that she stressed the 
importance of industry relationships.  At any industry event or trade show, there were always people that 
Cindy would stop and greet and give a hug to.  Cindy’s commitment to serving is evident, both on the 
TOCA board, as well as Project EverGreen, and I learned that volunteer board memberships were an 
important part of success in this industry.  Cindy is always friendly and welcoming, genuine and real.”

Marisa Palmieri



Congratulations Cindy!
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