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Debbie Clayton

• Public relations consultant, Ambler, Pa., 
• More than 30 years of experience in communications. 
• Has written about agriculture, turf and ornamentals, 

specialty crops, among other topics. 
• TOCA board of directors
• Program chairperson for the Chesapeake chapter of 

(NAMA)
• Winner of many writing awards.

In addition to writing, Clayton’s experience includes: 
 Trade media relations 
 Meeting planning and execution 
 Custom publication management 
 Web site development and enhancement  
 Special event planning 



Background

Education:

• University of Delaware 

• University of Missouri 

Work History:

• University of Delaware

• Gibbs & Soell, Inc.

• RM&D

• Tierney Communications

• Clayton Communications

Associations:

• Turf & Ornamental Communicators 
Association (TOCA)
Board member: current; secretary-treasurer; 
program committee; professional development 
committee: current. 

• National Agri-Marketing Association 
(NAMA) Chesapeake Chapter
Newsletter manager; contest judge; board 
member; 
program chair: current; national judge. 

• American Agricultural Editors' 
Association
National judge. 



Beginnings

• Born in Ohio – father was a large-animal veterinarian.
• Part of military family, Debbie and her two sisters 

became Air Force brats. Lived in Maryland, New 
Orleans, Hawaii, Washington state, and Missouri. 

“Life in Hawaii during my grade 
school years was pretty sweet -
- and I still have friends there. 
But I'm proud to say I've visited 
all 50 states and still love to 
travel.”



In Debbie’s own words…
“Armed with a degree in journalism from the University of Missouri, I moved to 
Tallahassee, FL, to seek my fortune. It was during a recession, so I ended up working as 
a waitress at the local Elks Club.

That job led to a connection at the Florida Dept. of Agriculture. During my interview there 
for an editor job, my (ultimate) boss said he wanted to hire a woman for three reasons:  he 
could pay her less, she would help with secretarial duties, and farmers would rather have 
a woman interviewing them. Remember, this was 1973.

I spent three years writing stories about Florida agriculture, 
then moved on to the Delaware Extension Service. That led 
to a PR job in Philadelphia handling agricultural accounts. 
From there I went to PR agencies in New York, Baltimore 
and back to Philadelphia, where I started my own freelance 
writing/PR consulting business, Clayton Communications.”

Where it all began in Journalism 



What she likes about TOCA

• Absolutely the camaraderie! I had been a part of other 
professional groups, which didn't necessarily embrace 
PR people.

• Felt right at home at TOCA. Who can forget singing 
along to the oldies and comparing notes with editors 
about favorite books and movies. 

• Of course, I like all the professional development at the 
annual meeting and the fact that I've gotten to know all 
the movers and shakers in the business.

• Long time board member and officer.  Spearheads the 
Professional Development committee. 

• Have only missed one annual meeting in the last 22 
years. I guess you could call me a TOCA Nerd.”



Finding Debbie Clayton –
by any other name

A quick Google search of “Debbie Clayton”…



Debbie’s Family
• Married to a fellow PR professional, “the wonderful” 

Jim Talbot, for 32 years. 
• Son Travis is a lawyer in New York City. 
• Three older stepchildren and seven step-grandchildren. 



What we like about Debbie

“Debbie Clayton has been a fixture in TOCA for as long as I 
can remember. Her professionalism is second to none. 
Debbie’s committees always got things done. And, the work 
was top-notch. More importantly, Debbie has been a great 
mentor for first-timers. For me personally, Debbie has been a 
great friend for many years. The friendship we’ve developed at 
TOCA meetings from Boston to San Diego, and everywhere in 
between, is something I’ll always be grateful for. Congrats 
Debbie!”

Cindy Code
Executive Director
Project EverGreen



What we like about Debbie

“I’ve known Debbie for 30 years. She is the consummate 
professional and always had the right philosophy for an 
agency person: ‘Keep your head down, do good work and let 
the client take all the credit.’  I am proud to call her a friend 
both personally and professionally. She epitomizes what 
TOCA as an organization is all about. Well deserved Debbie 
and welcome to this exclusive club!”

Den Gardner
Executive Director, TOCA



What we like about Debbie

“It is said that the 80-20 rule applies in volunteerism. It does seem true that 
seldom more than 20 percent of a membership ever volunteers. Debbie is the 80-
20 of the 20 percent who show up and volunteer. Debbie represents the pinnacle 
of people that give of their own time so organizations, and TOCA in particular, can 
thrive. I believe Debbie has served more time as a member of the board than 
anyone in TOCA history; more time taking hours of notes as secretary; more time 
attending, heading up or initiating program and marketing committees and mentor 
programs. Almost since TOCA became a twinkle in Den’s eye, Debbie has been 
TOCA’s constant. Largely unsung until now, Debbie’s installation to the TOCA Hall 
of Fame is founded on the gratitude of everyone who has ever benefited from a 
membership in TOCA. Thank you, Debbie, for all you have done.”

Felicia Gillham
Managing Director
Gillham & Associates



What we like about Debbie

Debbie is synonymous with reliable, solid, expert, nice 
personality, constructive, “can do” attitude, committed and 
professional. Through the years she always exuded these 
qualities. She always adds value to TOCA. Always was and is 
a pleasure to interact with Debbie.

Jose Milan
Director of Green Business Operations
Bayer



What we like about Debbie

“If new TOCA members are looking for a role model for what a 
member of this organization should be, I can think of no one 
better to serve in that role than Debbie Clayton. Her steadfast 
dedication to serving TOCA, to volunteering her time, to getting 
involved and making a difference is a great example for others 
to follow, and induction into the TOCA Hall of Fame is no less 
than what she deserves for all she has done for this 
organization. Congratulations, Debbie!”

Scott Hollister
Editor-In-Chief 
GCSAA/Golf Course Management



What we like about Debbie

“Excellent communicator and a beautiful and kind woman 
with rare ability to create wins for everyone she works with 
– clients and industry professionals alike.”

Ron Hall
Editor-at-large
Turf Magazine



TOCA Memories



TOCA Memories



TOCA Memories

Sleeping with good company…

One of many board shots with Debbie-
she’s been on most boards over the years.



Congratulations, Debbie

Member of the 
2017 TOCA Hall of Fame
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